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COMPARISON OF DISPOSAL METHODS- PLA
PLA – the only method of disposal that is environmentally friendly for PLA is Composting in a Commercial Composter. It will not Compost or degrade any other way in an acceptable time-frame.
According to the B.P.I. ( Biodegradable Package Institute ), set up by Cargill, there are 144 Commercial Composts in the U.S. and the maximum gauge allowed under ASTM 6400 for PLA in a Commercial Compost is 0.8 mil.

The FTC stipulates that to be free of Greenwashing, a claim of Compostability, or Biodegradability must be available to at least 60% of communities in the U.S.

There are over 33,000 communities in the U.S. so less than half of 1 % (0.47 %)

of communities will have access to a Commercial Compost. Of these, more than half again are refusing to accept the new 100% PLA Sun Chip bags.
They are 2.0 mil thick and therefore do not meet ASTM 6400 conditions. Mysteriously, the requirement that the maximum allowable gauge is 0.8 mil. has now been removed from the B.P.I. website. 
Frito Lay recently mentioned there are problems with PLA and they are considering other options for future use.

PLA will deform and crack in dry or hot conditions. It is difficult to process.

Once made it starts to age. There is a limited shelf-life for PLA.

The cost of Cornmeal, the main sustenance for millions of poor people has recently doubled. This has caused riots and suffering around the world.

The W.H.O. estimated that a child died of malnutrition related diseases every 10 seconds in 2002. Now one dies every 6 seconds. We are using their food for packaging. This is not an eco – friendly way to package our products.
To make more farmland for Corn and Sugarcane, an area of the rainforests the size of Greece is burned down each year. The resultant carbon-monoxide is greater than all the cars in world give off in a year. There is also the loss of carbon – dioxide absorption of those trees and the loss of the oxygen they would have provided. Shade from those trees allowed many species to survive in the rainforest and helped cool the planet but now that is gone. 90% of new medicines are found in the rainforest. In a few decades it will all be gone.
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